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Braiding kissentials

The complete guide to everything you need for creating beautiful, long-lasting
braided styles at home. From proper preparation to essential tools and where to find

them, these tips will help you achieve salon-quality results.



Scalp Care & Hygiene

Proper scalp preparation is the foundation of healthy, comfortable
braids that last. Starting with clean, conditioned hair prevents buildup

and irritation while protecting your natural hair under protective styles.

Clarifying Shampoo

Removes product buildup and ensures a clean canvas for
braiding, preventing future scalp issues.

Deep Conditioning

Adds necessary moisture and elasticity, strengthening hair to
withstand the tension of braiding.

Proper Drying

Completely detangled, dry hair reduces tension and prevents
breakage during the braiding process.

Apply a lightweight oil to your scalp after washing to create a protective
barrier that helps prevent irritation while nourishing your scalp during
the weeks your braids are installed.



Prepping for Braiding

Proper preparation prevents problems! Taking time to properly prepare your hair before braiding ensures smoother installation, reduced tension, and

more defined parts.

Stretch Hair

Use heat (blow-drying) or heatless methods
(braiding/banding) to elongate curls,
making hair easier to manipulate and

creating a more uniform look.

Thorough Detangling

Working with fully detangled hair reduces
pain, breakage, and makes the sectioning
process significantly faster. Start from ends
and work up to roots.

Section Strategically

Divide hair into 4-8 large workable sections
using clips or bands before beginning the
braiding process. This organization prevents
overwhelm.



Must-Have Tools: Combs
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Rat Tail Comb

The pointed end creates precise parts and clean sections,
essential for box braids and intricate styles. Look for combs with
metal tips for the cleanest lines.
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Wide-Tooth Comb

Gently detangles thick or curly hair without causing breakage. Use
this first before moving to finer-toothed combs.

Precision Parting Comb

Creates ultra-straight lines and even sections for professional-
looking results. The fine teeth help control even the smallest baby
hairs.



Must-Have Tools: Clips & Accessories
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Sectioning Clips

Alligator clips with strong grips hold hair
securely during the braiding process. Invest in
at least 8-12 clips of various sizes for maximum
control.

Elastic Bands

Secure sections while working on others to
maintain organization. Seamless bands prevent
creases and damage to fragile edges.

Braiding Rack

For advanced stylists, this tool helps pre-sort
and organize extensions, dramatically reducing
installation time.



l.ssential Styling Products

Braid Gel & Edge Control

Provides grip and creates smooth lines at parts and edges. Look
for alcohol-free formulas to prevent drying out your scalp.

Styling Mousse

Sets braids in place and reduces frizz throughout the life of your
style. Apply lightly to avoid buildup and flaking.

Shine Spray

Creates a polished, salon-quality finish that makes braids look

fresh longer. Adds UV protection to prevent color fading in

synthetic hair.

Light Scalp Oil

Keeps the scalp moisturized throughout wear, preventing itching

and flaking. Apply with a applicator bottle for precision. Quality products make a significant difference in both the appearance
and longevity of your braided styles. Look for products specifically
formulated for braided and protective styles to avoid buildup and
irritation.



Where to Shop: Online Stores

Finding quality braiding supplies is easier than ever with these specialized online
retailers that offer everything you need in one place.

Sam's Beauty

samsbeauty.com

Comprehensive selection of
professional-grade combs

Wide variety of styling gels and
edge controls

Bulk discounts available for
frequent braiders

Amazon

amazon.com

Divatress

divatress.com

Premium sectioning tools with
ergonomic designs

Specialized braid maintenance
products

Regular sales and loyalty

program benefits

Convenient variety packs and complete styling kits

srab deals
5% off

e Fast shipping options for last-minute needs

e Helpful reviews from other braiders



https://www.samsbeauty.com/
https://www.divatress.com/
https://www.amazon.com/

(Quick Tips for Braiding Success

Prioritize Scalp Health

Clean, properly prepped scalp is the foundation for braids that
last 6-8 weeks without irritation. Never skip this step!

Invest in Quality Tools

Professional-grade combs and clips might cost more initially but
create neater results and last through multiple styling sessions.

Shop Wisely

Purchase from reputable sites to ensure authentic products that
won't damage your hair. Beware of counterfeit styling products
that can cause scalp irritation.



